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Tuesday 17th December 2019    Week 10 Term 4  

 
 
Dear Calwell Families, 
 

The year seems to have flown by.  We certainly know the summer break is here with temperatures well above those 
we usually experience at this time.  The 2019 school year is coming to an end, but we are already looking forward to 
some exciting changes coming into the school in 2020, the big news being air conditioning in the school hall.  We also 
have some very exciting curriculum initiatives planned, additional lunch clubs and some fabulous new staff joining 
Team Calwell.   
 

We have such a great team of teachers and administrative staff who make this school great. My appreciation and a 
huge thank you goes to everyone for the many contributions you have made throughout the year and your willingness 
to go the extra mile to help our students to grow and achieve to the best of their ability. 
 

Our school also has a very dedicated group of School Board parent and community representatives who really engage 
with us in reviewing the school’s curriculum, data and budget.  We also have a small but very active core group of 
volunteers who assist with the Breakfast Club, Craft Club, Junior Reading, Carnivals, Book Week, Graduation and fund 
raising.  The support, engagement and commitment we receive from our community adds significant value and 
ensures our students are provided with a range of additional experiences and opportunities. Thank you to everyone 
in the community who has volunteered in some capacity.     
 

Farewell  
It is the time of year when regrettably we have to say farewell to some of our team. Staff leave for a variety of reasons 
including growing families, taking career opportunities and end of placement at Calwell.  This year the following staff 
are off on new adventures: 
 

Luke Marsden - Luke and his family are off to Jervis Bay where both he and his wife will be teaching in the school which 
is part of the ACT Education Directorate.  This will be a ‘sea change’ which we hope the family enjoys.  I would like to 
thank Luke for the many contributions he has made to the school over the past few years, in particular in the areas of 
using Technology in teaching and learning, his keen interest in promoting Science/STEM and data management.  As a 
male staff member Luke has also been on many a camp, for which we are most grateful.  I’m sure the students at Jarvis 
Bay will appreciate the many talents of Mr Marsden.   
 

Mikayla Forcha – Mikayla has been working with us for the last few years very capably filling a range of roles – relief 
teacher, class teacher, preschool teacher and providing learning support.  Many students across the school have 
enjoyed having Mikayla and benefitted from her teaching expertise.  Mikayla is accompanying her husband to be on a 
posting next year.  We also wish Mikayla all the very best for her wedding this coming Saturday.  
 

Susan Hough – Susan has been with us the last two years working part-time teaching a preschool group and most 
recently proving learning support to junior students.  Susan is also looking to broaden her teaching experience and will 
be moving to Theodore Primary to work as a junior primary class teacher.  
 

Nu Asioty – Nu has worked part-time in our front office and the preschool for several years.  Nu has supported just 
about every activity that occurs in a busy school office; answering the phone, helping sick students, filing, 
photocopying, whatever is needed.  In particular, Nu has managed our archiving and important and time- consuming 

Diary Dates  

Wednesday 
Thursday 
Thursday 
2020 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Thursday 

18th December 
19th December 
19th December 
 
3rd February 
4th February 
6th February 

Movie Excursion “Playmobil The Movie” & “GO!” 
Water fun day Cockatoos 
Last day of Term 4 
 
Kindergarten, Preschool Rosellas & Magpies  
All returning and new students Years 1-6 
Preschool Cockatoos  
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role.  Nu’s happy disposition and many contributions will be sorely missed.  We know she will be equally appreciated 
at Taylor Primary working with Miss Tracy and Mrs Taylor (now Fenn).      
 

After School Care 
Our Before & After School care Program is going from strength to strength. We have a significant number of students 
attending both before and after school.  Camp Australia offers care to preschool to year 6 children.  If you wish to 
make a booking for 2020, Camp Australia can be contacted online: or by phone 1300 105 343.  
 

2020 Projects 
The Googong Unit has been minus two evaporative coolers since they were first installed across the school.  I’m 
pleased to report that a unit will be installed during the break.  This means every classroom used daily will have cooling.  
There will also be rectification work taking place on the black top and tree removal of some pine trees which are 
causing a major issue fallen pine needles posing a fire risk.  
 

Week 1 2020 
We look forward to welcoming our new Preschool and Kindergarten children on Monday 3 February. Kinder children 
and parents will meet in the hall for a brief welcome prior to moving into the Scrivener unit. Children new to the school 
or returning to Calwell in years 1-6 will begin on Tuesday 4 February.  Students should line up on the blacktop in their 
2019 class groups as they will be starting the day in their 2019 class groups to give them an opportunity to catch up 
with their classmates and teacher where possible. 2020 classes will be formed during the morning.  New classes will 
commence after lunch. 
 

I would like to thank all members of staff for their hard work throughout the year.  We have so much to be proud 
about in our school.  It is a great place to come to every day.  On behalf of all the staff I wish you a joyful festive season.  
Stay safe and cool, relax and enjoy some special family time. 
 

Linda  

Linda Neeson     
Principal          
 

Last PBL Awards for 2019 will be handed out on Thursday at morning lines 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

PBL GOLD AWARDS 
Safety 

Gabe M 5/6L 
Zac N 5/6L 

Tileah J 5/6L 
Nikita S 5/6L 

Caelen B 5/6L 
Cooper T 5/6L 
Miley B 1/2F 
Ethan G 1/2F 
Karla N 1/2F 

Jacob K 3/4KP 

Hayden F 3/4L 

 

Certificate of Merit 
Gabe M 5/6L 

Zac N 5/6L 
Tileah J 5/6 

Nikita S 5/6L 
Caelen B 5/6L 
Cooper T 5/6L 
Miley B 1/2F 
Ethan G 1/2F 
Karla N 1/2F 

Hayden F 3/4L 
 

 

Respectful 
Marcus A 5/6L 
Nathan B 1/2F 
Tyler H 1/2F 

Hannah S 1/2F 
Hayden F 3/4L 

 
Certificate of 

Excellence 
Jaydan W 5/6C 

 

 
 

Certificate of 
Achievement 

Max G KD 
Charlaya M KD 
Tahlia T 3/4L 
Jake S 3/4L 
Kate S 5/6H 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

A message from the Minister for Education and Early Childhood Development 

In the ACT there are 88 public schools, over 49,000 public school students and 

around 3,800 educators. But of course, I understand that for each of us as 

parents, the most important school is the school our children go to. That’s why I 

want to make sure that every public school is a great school. 

The ACT Government is upgrading and expanding public schools to make sure 

that learning environments are accessible and sustainable.  

The government is committed to ensuring that every public school has the 

infrastructure to support high-quality education and that’s why the government 

has been investing more than $115 million to upgrade public schools right across 

the Territory.  

Here at Calwell Primary School the government has provided:  

-  A digital network upgrade which includes replacement phones to ensure the school can enjoy quality 

technological facilities. 

- Bike Shelter upgrades to parking, storage and repair centre to encourage students who ride to school.  

- An art room upgrade, embracing the importance of creativity for students.  

Every child and family has a place in ACT public schools regardless of their background or life circumstances. 

That’s why this investment into public school infrastructure goes beyond just the basic things that allow 

learning and teaching to take place. The ACT Government invests in public schools to make sure that every 

student has what they need to be included, and to learn and develop their interests, passions and life skills.  

The ACT Government has upgraded heating and cooling systems, reducing polluting emissions and making 

temperatures comfortable and conducive to learning in over 40 older public schools across Canberra.  

The government has also purchased 3,300 Chromebooks to give to schools in February 2020 and upgraded 

classrooms, toilets, libraries, canteens and bike shelters, as well as gardens, landscaping and playground 

areas in schools to make sure that these spaces are positive and accommodating. 

As Canberra grows, the government is making sure that schools grow with it. Every child has the right to 

access education and the ACT Government is making sure that this right is equally ensured for every young 

person.  

Yvette Berry MLA 

BEAT THE HEAT THIS THURSDAY! 

We will be selling  

• Ice creams $1.00 

• Zooper Doopers .50c 

 


